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Coast Guard is operating shall proceed vigorously with 

efforts to develop improved lifesaving equipment for 

use on passenger ferries.’’

AIRCRAFT 

Provisions specifying the maximum number of air-

craft on hand at any one time, exclusive of planes and 

parts stored to meet future attrition, were contained in 

the following appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 105–66, title I, Oct. 27, 1997, 111 Stat. 1426. 

Pub. L. 104–205, title I, Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 2953. 

Pub. L. 104–50, title I, Nov. 15, 1995, 109 Stat. 438. 

Pub. L. 103–331, title I, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2473. 

Pub. L. 103–122, title I, Oct. 27, 1993, 107 Stat. 1201. 

Pub. L. 102–388, title I, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1523. 

Pub. L. 102–143, title I, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 920. 

Pub. L. 101–516, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2158. 

Pub. L. 101–164, title I, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 1071. 

Pub. L. 100–457, title I, Sept. 30, 1988, 102 Stat. 2126. 

Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(l) [title I], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 

1329–358, 1329–359. 

Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(l) [H.R. 5205, title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 

100 Stat. 1783–308, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(l), Oct. 30, 

1986, 100 Stat. 3341–308. 

Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(e) [title I], Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat. 

1267, 1269. 

Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(i) [title I], Oct. 12, 1984, 98 

Stat. 1944, 1945. 

Pub. L. 98–78, title I, Aug. 15, 1983, 97 Stat. 454. 

Pub. L. 97–369, title I, Dec. 18, 1982, 96 Stat. 1766. 

Pub. L. 97–102, title I, Dec. 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 1443. 

Pub. L. 96–400, title I, Oct. 9, 1980, 94 Stat. 1681. 

Pub. L. 96–131, title I, Nov. 30, 1979, 93 Stat. 1023. 

Pub. L. 95–335, title I, Aug. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 435. 

Pub. L. 95–85, title I, Aug. 2, 1977, 91 Stat. 402. 

Pub. L. 94–387, title I, Aug. 14, 1976, 90 Stat. 1172. 

Pub. L. 94–134, title I, Nov. 24, 1975, 89 Stat. 696. 

Pub. L. 93–391, title I, Aug. 28, 1974, 88 Stat. 769. 

Pub. L. 93–98, title I, Aug. 16, 1973, 87 Stat. 330. 

Pub. L. 92–398, title I, Aug. 22, 1972, 86 Stat. 581. 

Pub. L. 92–74, title I, Aug. 10, 1971, 85 Stat. 202. 

Pub. L. 91–168, title I, Dec. 26, 1969, 83 Stat. 454. 

Pub. L. 90–464, title I, Aug. 8, 1968, 82 Stat. 654. 

Pub. L. 90–112, title II, Oct. 23, 1967, 81 Stat. 312. 

Pub. L. 89–474, title I, June 29, 1966, 80 Stat. 223. 

Pub. L. 89–57, title I, June 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 197. 

Pub. L. 88–392, title I, Aug. 1, 1964, 78 Stat. 369. 

Pub. L. 88–39, title I, June 13, 1963, 77 Stat. 59. 

Pub. L. 87–575, title I, Aug. 6, 1962, 76 Stat. 311. 

Pub. L. 87–159, title I, Aug. 21, 1961, 75 Stat. 395. 

Pub. L. 86–561, title I, June 30, 1960, 74 Stat. 285. 

Pub. L. 86–39, title I, June 11, 1959, 73 Stat. 67. 

Pub. L. 85–354, title I, Mar. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 62. 

Pub. L. 85–37, title I, May 27, 1957, 71 Stat. 37. 

Apr. 2, 1956, ch. 161, title I, 70 Stat. 93. 

June 1, 1955, ch. 113, title I, 69 Stat. 74. 

May 28, 1954, ch. 242, title I, 68 Stat. 146. 

June 18, 1953, ch. 132, title I, 67 Stat. 69. 

June 30, 1952, ch. 523, title I, 66 Stat. 291. 

Aug. 11, 1951, ch. 301, title I, 65 Stat. 185. 

Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. IV, title I, 64 Stat. 639. 

June 30, 1949, ch. 286, title I, 63 Stat. 367. 

June 19, 1948, ch. 558, title I, 62 Stat. 563. 

July 1, 1947, ch. 186, title I, 61 Stat. 227. 

July 12, 1946, ch. 569, § 1, 60 Stat. 531. 

§ 502. Delegation of powers by the Secretary 

The Secretary is authorized to confer or im-
pose upon the Commandant any of the rights, 
privileges, powers, or duties, in respect to the 
administration of the Coast Guard, vested in or 
imposed upon the Secretary by this title or 
other provisions of law. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 544, § 631; Pub. L. 
94–546, § 1(33), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2521; renum-
bered § 502, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 105(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4200.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section authorizes the Secretary to delegate to 

the Commandant any of the authority granted to him 

in respect to the administration of the Coast Guard. 

Such power to delegate is granted by other statutes to 

the heads of many of the executive departments. 81st 

Congress, House Report No. 557.

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 502 was renumbered section 2746 of 

this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 631 of this 

title as this section. 
1976—Pub. L. 94–546 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Sec-

retary of the Treasury’’ wherever appearing and sub-

stituted ‘‘Commandant’’ for ‘‘Commandant of the Coast 

Guard’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

ADMINISTRATIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEES; SOLICITATION 

OF NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP; PUBLICATION IN 

FEDERAL REGISTER; DISCLOSURES TO CONGRESS; COM-

PENSATION AND TRAVEL EXPENSES 

Pub. L. 97–322, title I, § 118(e), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1587, provided that: 
‘‘(1) The Secretary of the department in which the 

Coast Guard is operating shall, not less often than once 

a year, publish notice in the Federal Register for solici-

tation of nominations for membership on any advisory 

committee established administratively for the purpose 

of giving advice and recommendations to such Sec-

retary or the Commandant of the Coast Guard with re-

spect to functions of the Coast Guard. 
‘‘(2) Any advisory committee described in paragraph 

(1) of this subsection is authorized to make available to 

Congress any information, advice, and recommenda-

tions which the committee is authorized to give to the 

Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard 

is operating or the Commandant of the Coast Guard. 
‘‘(3) Members of any advisory committee described in 

paragraph (1) of this subsection who are not officers or 

employees of the United States shall serve without pay 

and members of any such committee who are officers or 

employees of the United States shall receive no addi-

tional pay on account of their service on such com-

mittee. While away from their homes or regular places 

of business, members of any such committee may be al-

lowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of 

subsistence, as authorized by section 5703 of title 5, 

United States Code.’’

§ 503. Regulations 

In addition to the authority conferred by 
other provisions of this title the Secretary may 
promulgate such regulations and orders as he 
deems appropriate to carry out the provisions of 
this title or any other law applicable to the 
Coast Guard. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 545, § 633; renum-
bered § 503, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 105(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4200.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 92, 185e (June 20, 

1874, ch. 344, § 8, 18 Stat. 127; May 26, 1906, ch. 2556, § 1, 

34 Stat. 200; May 24, 1939, ch. 146, § 6, 53 Stat. 756). 
This section enlarges said sections to prescribe what 

is generally understood in a military organization, that 

the promulgation of regulations is a function of the 

head of the Department. 
Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 

House Report No. 557.
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Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 503 was renumbered section 2747 of 

this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 633 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 504. Commandant; general powers 

(a) For the purpose of executing the duties and 
functions of the Coast Guard the Commandant 
may: 

(1) maintain water, land, and air patrols, and 
ice-breaking facilities; 

(2) establish and prescribe the purpose of, 
change the location of, consolidate, dis-
continue, re-establish, maintain, operate, and 
repair Coast Guard shore establishments; 

(3) assign vessels, aircraft, vehicles, aids to 
navigation, equipment, appliances, and sup-
plies to Coast Guard districts and shore estab-
lishments, and transfer any of the foregoing 
from one district or shore establishment to 
another; 

(4) conduct experiments and investigate, or 
cause to be investigated, plans, devices, and 
inventions relating to the performance of any 
Coast Guard function, including research, de-
velopment, test, or evaluation related to intel-
ligence systems and capabilities; 

(5) conduct any investigations or studies 
that may be of assistance to the Coast Guard 
in the performance of any of its powers, du-
ties, or functions; 

(6) collect, publish, and distribute informa-
tion concerning Coast Guard operations; 

(7) conduct or make available to personnel of 
the Coast Guard, and to eligible spouses as de-
fined under section 2904, such specialized 
training and courses of instruction, including 
correspondence courses and the textbooks, 
manuals, and other materials required as part 
of such training or course of instruction, as 
may be necessary or desirable for the good of 
the service; 

(8) design or cause to be designed, cause to 
be constructed, accept as gift, or otherwise ac-
quire patrol boats and other small craft, 
equip, operate, maintain, supply, and repair 
such patrol boats, other small craft, aircraft, 
and vehicles, and subject to applicable regula-
tions under subtitle I of title 40 and division C 
(except sections 3302, 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, 
and 4711) of subtitle I of title 41 dispose of 
them; 

(9) acquire, accept as gift, maintain, repair, 
and discontinue aids to navigation, appliances, 
equipment, and supplies; 

(10) equip, operate, maintain, supply, and re-
pair Coast Guard districts and shore establish-
ments; 

(11) establish, equip, operate, and maintain 
shops, depots, and yards for the manufacture 
and construction of aids to navigation, equip-
ment, apparatus, vessels, vehicles, and aircraft 
not normally or economically obtainable from 
private contractors, and for the maintenance 
and repair of any property used by the Coast 
Guard; 

(12) accept and utilize, in times of emer-
gency in order to save life or protect property, 
such voluntary services as may be offered to 
the Coast Guard; 

(13) rent or lease, under such terms and con-
ditions as are deemed advisable, for a period 
not exceeding five years, such real property 
under the control of the Coast Guard as may 
not be required for immediate use by the 
Coast Guard, the monies received from any 
such rental or lease, less amount of expenses 
incurred (exclusive of governmental personal 
services), to be deposited in the fund estab-
lished under section 2946; 

(14) grant, under such terms and conditions 
as are deemed advisable, permits, licenses, 
easements, and rights-of-way over, across, in, 
and upon lands under the control of the Coast 
Guard when in the public interest and without 
substantially injuring the interests of the 
United States in the property thereby af-
fected; 

(15) establish, install, abandon, re-establish, 
reroute, operate, maintain, repair, purchase, 
or lease such telephone and telegraph lines 
and cables, together with all facilities, appa-
ratus, equipment, structures, appurtenances, 
accessories, and supplies used or useful in con-
nection with the installation, operation, main-
tenance, or repair of such lines and cables, in-
cluding telephones in residences leased or 
owned by the Government of the United States 
when appropriate to assure efficient response 
to extraordinary operational contingencies of 
a limited duration, and acquire such real prop-
erty rights of way, easements, or attachment 
privileges as may be required for the installa-
tion, operation, and maintenance of such 
lines, cables, and equipment; 

(16) establish, install, abandon, reestablish, 
change the location of, operate, maintain, and 
repair radio transmitting and receiving sta-
tions; 

(17) provide medical and dental care for per-
sonnel entitled thereto by law or regulation, 
including care in private facilities; 

(18) accept, under terms and conditions the 
Commandant establishes, the service of an in-
dividual ordered to perform community serv-
ice under the order of a Federal, State, or mu-
nicipal court; 

(19) notwithstanding any other law, enter 
into cooperative agreements with States, local 
governments, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and individuals, to accept and utilize 
voluntary services for the maintenance and 
improvement of natural and historic resources 
on, or to benefit natural and historic research 
on, Coast Guard facilities, subject to the re-
quirement that—

(A) the cooperative agreements shall each 
provide for the parties to contribute funds or 
services on a matching basis to defray the 
costs of such programs, projects, and activi-
ties under the agreement; and 

(B) an individual providing voluntary serv-
ices under this subsection shall not be con-
sidered a Federal employee except for pur-
poses of chapter 81 of title 5, United States 
Code, with respect to compensation for 
work-related injuries, and chapter 171 of 
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